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THE HOLY ROMAN EMPIRE.

our lives, helpless before superior force, without a bene-
ficial connexion between our states, without a national
spirit at all, this is the status quo of our nation. And it
was this that the Union was meant to confirm. If it be
this and nothing more, then bethink you how when Israel
saw that Rehoboam would not hearken, the people gave
answer to the king and spake, "What portion have we
in David, or what inheritance in the son of Jesse? to
your tents, O Israel: David, see to thine own house."
See then to your own houses, ye princes/
Nevertheless, though the Empire stood like a corpse
brought forth from some Egyptian sepulchre, ready to
crumble at a touch, there seemed no reason why it should
not stand so for centuries more. Fate was kind, and slew
it in the light.